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enlightenment, has been won for it by the sword of Jesus
Christ.

COLONEL WHARTON: I wish ail parsons were as broad-
minded. I know what war is. 1 was in Egypt and in
South Africa. I've been through half a dozen wars in
India. I have no use for slop and sentimentality. My
own belief is that war is necessary to a nation. It brings
out ail a man's best qualities.

VICAR: There I heartily agree with you. It is the great
school of character. Amid the clash of arms the great
Christian virtues shine forth with an immortal lustre.
Courage, self-sacrifice, charity, self-reliance. No one
knew before the war what a pinnacle of heroism was
within the power of our brave lads at the front.

MRS. POOLE: What do you think about it, Major Wharton?

JOHN: [Smiling.] I? I think it's a lovely day. I have three
weeks' leave, and the war is a long way oft".

VICAR: [Wtfit a chuckle^ A very good answer. I've been
saying the obvious, I know that just as well as you do,
but you know, sometimes the obvious has to be said, and
when it has, I think a man should have the courage to say
it. Now, my dear, let's be off.

MRS. POOLE: I don't know what Mrs. Wharton will think of
us for inflicting ourselves on her like this.

VICAR: We're all friends here, I hope and trust. If we
weren't welcome, Mrs. Wharton only had to say so. To
my mind the afternoon call is a convention more
honoured in the breach than the observance.

MRS. WHARTON: It's been very good of you to come.

[There is a general shaking of hands,

VICAR: [To JOHN.] Well, good-bye, young fellow. I've
tried to show you that I'm by way of being rather broad-
minded as parsons go. It wouldn't shock me in the least
to hear you say "damn" or "blast." I'm often inclined to
use a bit of strong language myself. I asked you just